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Mahomedans, and a large number of Government
servants of Indian birth, nobody would pretend
that the Bengali political leaders are in any way
competent to speak. When further reductions are
made for other communities who take no part in
political agitation, there remain in all India 685,000
persons knowing or learning English. And can
the Bengali leaders speak even for so many?
Some are Rajputs, and other Hindus who are
notoriously hostile to the Congress policy, while
amongst the Congressmen dissensions have risen
to such a pitch that its annual meetings are with
difficulty held.

These figures prove what is known to all
persons acquainted with the East, that an infini-
tesimal proportion of the inhabitants of the con-
tinent are represented by those wrho regard them-
selves, and indeed to a great extent have been by
Government regarded, as exponents of educated
opinion in India.

The first elections to the Provincial Councils
had taken place just as these pages go to press,
and they abundantly prove that the educated Indian
element will predominate. Of 284 members of the
new Legislative Councils of seven Provinces, the
nominated and other official members cannot ex-
ceed 113, while of the remaining seats, 123 are
devoted to the representation of special interests,
54 being given to local self-governing bodies, and
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